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PIP Implants 
 
  
The GHA has been following the issue of PIP Implants and the concern in 
regard to the lack of medical grade silicone within this particular type of 
implant. The implants involved are called Poly Implant Prosthèse (PIP) and 
were manufactured by a French company. 
 
The concern first arose in early 2010, when it was found that the manufacturer 
had apparently filled the implant with industrial grade silicone rather than 
medical grade silicone, rendering them more likely to rupture, and the 
products were banned for further use. In January 2011, the US Food & Drugs 
Administration published a study showing a very small risk of lymphoma ( a 
type of cancer) linked to any breast implant, but this cancer link has been now 
been firmly discounted by medical experts. 
 
In December 2011, following a case of lymphoma in a woman who had had 
the PIP implant, the French authorities advised removal of all PIP implants as 
a precautionary measure. Other European regulators, including the UK, 
believe that this would be an over-reaction given that cancers or ruptures 
have not been reported in other countries and have advised users of these 
implants that there is not enough evidence to recommend their early removal. 
Surgical removal of implants itself carries its own risks. 
 
The NHS Medical Director, Professor Sir Bruce Keogh, who led an expert 
review group, said: “On the basis of the information we have, we do not think 
it is necessary to recommend the routine removal of these implants.” The 
expert review group also advised that there was no evidence to date of any 
increased risk of cancer associated with this particular type of implant. 
 
The GHA can now confirm that no patients have had PIP implants fitted at St 
Bernard’s Hospital or through the GHA on referral to the Royal Marsden 
Hospital. 
  

St Bernard’s Hospital 
Harbour Views Road 

Gibraltar 



The GHA is not aware of any PIP implants being fitted on referral by the GHA 
in any other NHS facilities. However, the GHA is aware that any patients fitted 
with such implants will be notified by that NHS trust. The GHA will assist any 
GHA referred patient in obtaining that information, if they need help.  If any 
women, who have received PIP implants as GHA sponsored patients are 
identified, and they wish to receive more personalised advice or are worried, 
they should book a consultation with GP or their surgeon via their GP, who 
will offer clinical advice on the best way forward. This may include further 
tests, such as scans or MRI. If a woman and her doctor decide that removal 
and replacement of PIP implants is the right thing to do, the GHA will arrange 
for this. 
  
With regard to Gibraltar residents who have had breast implants fitted 
privately, they have been advised to check with the hospital, clinic or surgeon 
who fitted them. If they have been fitted with PIP implants by a hospital, clinic 
or surgeon, they may be entitled to have them replaced, by that clinic free of 
charge. 
  
If the hospital, clinic or surgeon that fitted the prosthesis is unavailable or 
unwilling to replace the implant; then the GHA will offer a consultation with the 
visiting consultant plastic surgeon to discuss the way forward. If removal and 
replacement of the implant is advised, and the original implants have been 
inserted for medical reasons this will be carried out free of charge. For those 
entitled patients whose implants were originally inserted for cosmetic reasons 
there will be a charge for the implants. 

 


